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Comment on Lebanese Crisis 


The resignation on 18 September of President e1-EKhouri 
of Lebanon aad the ee of General Chehab, Comsander 
in Chief of the Army, as temporary Chief of State and Prine 
Minister have eased the political tension in Beirut. Cor- 
ruption at the top levels of the government was the basic 
cause of the recurrent crises in Lebanon during the past 
three sosths, and EKhouri was the sain target of oppositions 
elenenis. 


Yor the present Chehab, like Nagib in Exypt, bays tare te 
hold the key to Lebanon's political future. He is believed 
to have sest of the army behind him and be alec has substan~ 
tial suppert from opposition political leaders. Early reports 
from Beirut have eaphasised that the coup is political and 
wet wilitary. 


The new Chief of State, who is a Christian, ia faced 
with the problem of easing the Hoslea-Christian tesgion built 
up over the past weeks. He must alse deal with Lebasese po- 
litieal leaders who are on record as stroagliy scpposed to assy 
military direction of civil matters. Woreover, Chehab's past 
friesdship with Khouri lends itself to expleitation by possible 
military and civilian opponenta. Chehab, or any succeeding 
covernmment leader, will also have to cepe with the basic eco- 
somie problems and the widespread corruption which caused 
Shouri’s f211. 
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